Awre Parish Council & Burial Authority

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14" April, 2025
at Awre Village Hall at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT: ClIrs. Cotton (Chairman), Greening, Hoyland and Smith.
IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk

211.

212,

213.

214,

215.

216.

217.

218.

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence received from Parish Cllrs. Bullock, Fellows and Scott, District
Clirs. Burton and Moore were accepted.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

DISPENSATIONS
None.

PUBLIC FORUM
No members of the public present.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on 17t March, 2025 as an
accurate record subject to two minor changes.

MATTERS ARISING

Information from the Clerk relating to matters arising from the minutes of the last

meeting and other items was noted including the following:

a) Shared TRO — agreed to ask the Chair of Aylburton Parish Council for
information regarding the proposal.

b) Access to Defibrillator (minute 205.6) — reply from Richard Webb (RW),
FoDDC received. Clerk to request that RW organise a meeting with the new
owners, at which a representative from the Parish Council would be in
attendance. Copy to Clir. Phelps.

REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

County ClIr. Hoyland’s report which was circulated prior to the meeting was noted,
and in particular, the shocking state of Mourning Lane which would be the only
access route to and from Etloe during the planned road closure 22" — 24" April. Clir.
Hoyland would continue to liaise with Nathan Choat regarding this.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
No reports received.

20250414 APC Minutes 14" April, 2025



219.

220.

PLANNING — FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
The following planning applications were considered/noted:

219.1

219.2

2193

219.4

P0396/25/TCA - The Post Office, High Street, Blakeney

Cherry (C1 on sketch plan), crown reduction and crown thinning of one third.
Rowan (R1 on sketch plan), crown reduction of one third. This application on
behalf of the Parish Council was noted.

P0363/25/FUL - Fulwood, Awre Road, Blakeney

Erection of a two-storey garage. Fenestration alterations along with a rear
Juliet balcony. Demolition of existing single garage. No observations or
objections.

P0376/25/FUL - Yew Tree Cottage, New Road, Blakeney

Erection of timber framed workshop. No observations or objections.
P0383/25/FUL - Railway Gates, Pitching Green, Blakeney

Change of use of part of agricultural land to residential use for parking and
construction of new boundary stone wall. (Retrospective)

This application, although circulated to Councillors was not included on the
agenda due to an oversight. To be circulated for comment/approval.

CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

220.1

220.2

220.3

220.4

220.5

Neighbourhood Policing Rebalance

A letter from Assistant Chief Constable Donna Lawton, Gloucestershire

Constabulary was received. Clerk to respond with the following queries:

a) the numbers provided for each policing area show what they will be
but no indication of what they are at present, therefore making
comparison impossible.

b) Is the figure of 11 for the Neighbourhood Support Team for both
Gloucester and the Forest of Dean?

Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation Consultation — a request

from GAPTC to take part in a survey regarding this subject was received. It

was agreed that more information was required. Clerk to circulate.

Request to Install Kerbstones around a Grave

Details from the Clerk regarding this request were considered and declined.

WWT - Update was received and considered. Regarding the proposed local

Community Forum, the following comments were made:

a) that any member of the Council attending would do so as an observer
rather than officially as a Councillor.

b) there was uncertainty as to how the Forum would work alongside the
Trust's other forms of community engagement.

c) is there an example(s) of this elsewhere, e.g. Steart Marshes, and
how this went and was it useful?

d) Clerk to request clarification regarding the following statement - "As

part of the project, WWT will also build a stronger flood bank further
inland to further reduce the village’s risk of flooding." Itis
understood that a flood bank will be built to protect the farmland that
isn’tin WWT ownership. Previously, it has been said that the village is
already protected by the natural fall of the land.

Access to Defibrillator — discussed earlier in the meeting under Matters
Arising.
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221.

FINANCE

221.1 The accounts detailed below were approved for payment.
Proposed: ClIr. Greening, seconded: ClIr. Hoyland and supported
unanimously.

Inv. Chg. | Payee Purpose Auth Amount
Ref. No./
BACS
25/01 | BACS | Merlin Waste Fortnightly collection Litter Act 1983, | £30.33
from dog waste bins. ss. 5,6
25/02 | BACS | Ursula Deighton | Clerk’s pay for March LGA 1972 5.112 | £602.96
25/03 | BACS | Community 2 x Replacement pads Public Health £146.34
Heartbeat for Awre Defibrillator Act 1963 5.234
25/04 | BACS | Waterplus Water supply Public Health T.B.C
14/03 - 14/04 Act 1963 5.73
s.142
25/05 | DD Freeola Website Hosting LGA 1972 s.112 | £21.96
25/06 | BACS | Forest & Wye Tree Service in the LGA 1972 s.214 | £1,535.00
Tree Services Ltd. | Cemetery as approved
at the March meeting.
25/07 | BACS | Community Replacement battery for | Public Health £357.00
Heartbeat Awre Defibrillator Act 1963 5.234
25/08 | BACS | GAPTC Annual Membership LGA 1972 S.143 | £528.98
25/09 | BACS | C M Packham Payroll Services LGA 1972 5.112 | £60.00
25/10 | BACS | Highbury Garden | Grass cutting LGA 1972 5.214 | £895.00
Services
TOTAL: £4,177.57
N.B. The Waterplus invoice was not available for the meeting, but it was agreed
that the Clerk should pay it once received.
221.2 Financial Checks for Q4 — Clirs. Greening and Cotton confirmed that they had
each checked 3 payments for this quarter and found all to be in order.
221.3 End of Financial Year 2024/2025
To receive the figures for the year ended 31t March, 2025 — deferred to May
meeting.
221.4 Final Accounts 2024/2025
To receive and approve the final accounts for 2024/2025 — deferred to May
meeting.
221.5 Internal Auditor
The appointment of GAPTC as Internal Auditor was approved.
221.6 Training

The request from Cllr. Hoyland to attend an online GAPTC course — The
Power of Local Climate & Biodiversity Action — on 13" May, 2025 at a cost of
£45.00 was approved.
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222,

223.

224,

225.

226.

PARISH GROUNDSKEEPER

Following two failed attempts to re-engage with the approved Contractor, the Clerk
was asked to contact him again and ask for a response by 30" April, 2025 regarding
whether or not he wished to continue his continue with his contract in 2025. Cllir.
Cotton suggested exploring the Community Payback scheme.

LEAD COUNCILLOR REPORTS
223.1 Highways & Parish Council Land - ClIr. Hoyland reported:

a) that the future of the eel pass should be considered and so would talk
to Rosie Kelsall. To be discussed at a future meeting.
b) that a survey of the brook is still outstanding as the first one received

was incorrect.
223.2 Emergency Plan — contacts to be updated.

MINOR MATTERS INCLUDING INFORMATION RECEIVED BY THE CLERK
None received.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

First Aid/Defibrillator training — Clerk to book a date in May or June.

Proposal to improve the appearance of the area around the war memorial at Awre.
Inspection of the Cemetery wall along the brook to be carried out in the Summer.
Also, the brook walls alongside Collins Garden and Post Office Green.

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish meeting on Wednesday, 21t May, 2025

subject to Awre village hall being available.

Dates Meeting Venue Agenda items &

2025 Time: 7.00 p.m. Dispensation requests
by:

19th May Annual PC Awre Village Hall 9th May

21t May Annual Parish Awre Village Hall n/a

16th June Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 6th June

21st July Parish Council Awre Village Hall 11th July

18th August Parish Council Awre Village Hall 8th August

15th September

Parish Council

Blakeney Youth Club

5th September

20th October

Parish Council

Awre Village Hall

10th October

17th November

Parish Council

Awre Village Hall

7th November

15th December

Parish Council

Blakeney Youth Club

5th December

Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
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