
   
  

 

20251117 APC Minutes 17th November, 2025  

          
Awre Parish Council & Burial Authority 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November, 2025 
at Awre Village Hall at 7.00 p.m.  

  
PRESENT:   Cllrs. Cotton (Chairman), Bullock, Fellows, Greening, Scott and Smith. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  District Cllr. Burton, Mrs. N. Moulder (until her co-option) and the Clerk. 
 
116. APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Hoyland and District Cllr. Moore. 
 
117. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Greening – item 125.1 – Planning. 
 
118. DISPENSATIONS 

None requested. 
 

119. PUBLIC FORUM 
 None present.  
 
120. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

It was resolved to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on 20th October, 2025 as 
an accurate record. 

 
121. MATTERS ARISING 

Information from the Clerk relating to matters arising from the minutes of the last 
meeting was noted, in particular: 
a) P1029/25/Ful – Hillview, Viney Woodside.  Additional information had been 
 submitted which would be considered at the December meeting. 
b) 73.1 – Read with Me – Cllr. Cotton confirmed that he had spoken with the 
 Head of Blakeney School who knew nothing about this scheme. Clerk to 
 notify the contact person. 
c) Clerk to attend a briefing session for Assertion 10 and report back in January. 
d) VAT return submitted in March to be re-submitted using a different reference 
 number from previous years. 

 
122. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 The County Councillor’s report was received and noted with one question about  the 
 motion that was submitted to Full Council regarding ‘road maintenance’.  What was 
 it and what was the outcome? 
 
123. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 District Cllr. Burton’s report was noted.  In addition, discussion took place regarding 
 the removal of the weirs at Wenchford which seemed unnecessary.  It was suggested 
 that there should be a public consultation.  Also, trees had  been dropped into 
 brooks, large areas were being mulched, so was this part of the wider water 
 management strategy?   
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124. CO-OPTION TO THE COUNCIL 
 Nina Moulder was welcomed to the Council as a co-opted member. 
 
125. PLANNING – FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 125.1 P1279/25/DISCON – Land At Severn Valley Touring, Awre, GL14 1EJ. 
  Discharge of conditions 6 (surface water drainage scheme) and 7   
  (construction management plan) of planning permission P1536/22/FUL. 
  No observations or objections. 
 
 125.2 P1010/25/FUL - Wenchford Weirs, Blackpool Brook, Blakeney 
  Removal of both weirs, including the wing wall structures and re-grading of 
  weir and associated work.  Additional information has been submitted in  
  respect of this planning application. 
  The Council considered the additional information provided and do not  
  support this application.  The following points/questions were made to be 
  raised with the Case Officer: 
  a) whether the planning balance of destroying the weirs is   
   outweighed by whatever benefits Forestry England see the project 
   providing?  
  b) what is Forestry England trying to achieve by removal of the weirs?  
  c) what would the negative effect be, if any, of not removing the weirs?  
  d) why destroy an amenity that has been enjoyed by families for  
   generations and is unnecessary? 
 
 125.3 P1320/25/FUL – 2 Hillview, New Road, Blakeney 
  Erection of a rear dormer extension.  No observations or objections. 
 
126. CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION 
 126.1 Clock Servicing – a request for funding towards the cost of    
  servicing the clock on All Saints’ Church, Blakeney at a cost of £228 was  
  received.  Requests were considered and allocated in October, but due to 
  exceptional circumstances, it was agreed to approve this request.  A copy of 
  the invoice to be forwarded to the Clerk. Proposed: Cllr. Fellows; seconded: 
  Cllr. Smith and supported unanimously. 
 
 126.2 Eel Pass - Cleaning – noted that a quotation of £1237.50 + VAT had been  
  received from the contractor.  Rosie Kelsall to be invited to a meeting to  
  discuss the future of the eel pass.  Mr. Hale and Cllr. Bullock were thanked for 
  their work in clearing the brook.  Clerk to write to Mr. Hale. 
 
 126.3 Bench Refurbishment – an offer by Mr. Harley to refurbish the bench to the 
  east of  Millend was accepted.  Mr. Harley to get in touch with Mr. Laughton 
  to obtain a quote for replacement hardwood. 
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127. FINANCE 
 127 .1 The following invoices were approved for payment.  Proposed: Cllr. Smith; 
  seconded: Cllr. Scott and supported unanimously. 
 

Inv. 
Ref. 

Chq. 
No./ 
BACS 

Payee Purpose Auth Amount 

25/61 
 

BACS WaterPlus  Water supply to toilets 
14/10 – 14/11/25 

Public Health 
Act 1963 s.73 
s.142 

£15.46 

25/62 BACS Merlin Waste Fortnightly collection 
from dog waste bins. 

Litter Act 1983, 
ss. 5,6 

£46.80 

25/63 BACS Community 
Heartbeat 

Replacement Pads  Public Health 
Act 1963 s.234 

£85.14 

25/64 BACS Ursula Deighton Clerk’s Pay October LGA 1972 s.112 £622.48 
25/65 DD Freeola Email Pro LGA 1972 s.142 £8.64 
25/66 BACS Royal British Legion 2 x Poppy Wreaths LGA 1972 s.137 £50.00 
25/67 BACS Dean Rural 

Contracts 
Groundworks 23/10 & 
13/11/2025 

LGA 1972 s.124 £350.00 

    TOTAL: £1,178.52 
   
 
128. LEAD COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 128.1 Highways & Parish Council Land  
  a) Cllr. Bullock reported that the recent drainage works carried out to 
   alleviate flooding off A48, heading to Awre were working well.    
   However, two other drains needed to be connected in order for this 
   to work properly.  He said that he had a video that he could show to 
   Cllr. Hoyland and Mr. Choat. 
  b) Two other problem areas had been identified as a result of the recent 
   heavy rainfall, namely, the bottom of New Road at its junction with 
   the A48 and the runoff from behind the B&B. 
  c) Clerk to check with Cllr. Hoyland who is the person to contact  
   regarding dredging the brook? 
 128.2 Planning  
  a) Cllr. Fellows provided an update following a meeting with a  
   representative of the FoDDC Enforcement Team.  Another meeting 
   was planned for six months’ time to check on progress. 
  b) Cllr. Greening shared details of the visit to the proposed site of  
   Lightwood Solar Farm. 
 128.3 Footpaths/Public Rights of Way (PROW) - Clerk to contact the Forestry  
  Commission regarding the repair needed to the bridge over the brook on the 
  Furnace Valley footpath before the railway bridge.  
 128.4 Cemetery & Grass Cutting  
  a) Quote from T. Jones Contracting was required to replace the  
   boundary fence outside the newly laid hedge. 
  b) It was noted that the pathway was much better since removing the 
   Yew trees. 
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 128.5 Assets, Amenities & Maintenance - Clerk to chase the reply regarding a  
  single account for the Council’s defibrillators.  
 128.6 Snow Warden - Cllr. Scott said that she would chase the order for new grit 
  bins. 
 128.7 Flooding & New Road Defibrillator – noted that it was time to check the  
  New Road defibrillator. 
  
129. MINOR MATTERS INCLUDING INFORMATION RECEIVED BY THE CLERK  
 29.1 WWT Update – noted that this will be in January instead of December. 
  
130. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 a)  First Aid/Defibrillator training  
 b)  Proposal to improve the appearance of the area around the war memorial at 
 Awre. 
 c) Assertion 10 – January, 2026 
 d) Draft budget 2026/2027 – December, 2025 
 
131. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Dates 
2025/2026 

Meeting Venue 
Time: 7.00 p.m. 

Agenda items & 
Dispensation 
requests by: 

15th December Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 5th December 
19th January Parish Council Awre Village Hall 9th January 
16th February Parish Council Awre Village Hall 6th February 
16th March Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 6th March 
20th April Parish Council Awre Village Hall 10th April 
T.B.C. Annual Parish Mtg. T.B.C. n/a 
18th May Annual Parish 

Council 
Awre Village Hall 8th May 

15th June Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 5th June 
20th July Parish Council Awre Village Hall 10th July 
17th August Parish Council Awre Village Hall 7th August 
21st September Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 11th September 
19th October Parish Council Awre Village Hall 9th October 
16th November Parish Council Awre Village Hall 6th November 
14th December Parish Council Blakeney Youth Club 4th December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


